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Greetings!

Providence Connections has partnered with Pittsburgh Public Schools Early
Childhood Program to provide the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Program. PA
Pre-K Counts is a state-funded program that provides services to children
who are enrolled in various Pittsburgh Public Schools and specific
community childcare centers. Community partnerships are formed to
establish a core network of support services and resources to children and
families. The goal is to equip children with the educational tools and social
skills to begin a successful educational journey. | would like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself and explain my role in the program.

My name is Raina Kelly, and | am the Family Services Specialist (FSS) for
your site. The Family Services Specialist is a new role that has been added
within the program to support Partner sites and families. We help
cultivate relationships with families to build bonds and encourage and
support parent engagement and participation in program activities to help
strengthen the family. We help with community partnerships, and establish
a core network of support services and supportive resources for children
and families. We also support Partner sites and families by assisting with
the PA Pre-K Counts enrollment process and monitor classroom
attendance

Thank you for entrusting a Pittsburgh Public Schools PA Pre-K Counts
Partner in implementing a successful and effective early childhood program
that fosters the educational, nutritional, social-emotional, health/mental
health, and physical development and well-being of all children. | look
forward to establishing a successful partnership!

My office is located at the Peabody/Obama Early Childhood Center, 515 N.
Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. Here is my contact information
should you have any questions or concerns:

412-529-8707 Desk
412-665-0737 Fax
rkelly1@pghschools.org

Respectfully,

Kuina /L/@/Zy

Raina Kelly



PRE-K COUNTS PROGRAM

Family Service Specialist

My name is Raina Kelly and | am
the Family Service Specialist
(FSS) for the Pre-K Counts
Program. My role is to support
select community childcare
centers and families with
enrollments and collaborating
with community agencies.

Pre-K Counts Program and Pittsburgh Public Schools™

Pittsburgh Public Schools Early Childhood Program has partnered
with some community early childcare centers to provide the Pre-K :
Counts Program. Pre-K Counts Program is a states-funded progra,: 1

that provides educational services to preschool age children with
the goal to equip children with educational tools and social sills to ‘_
begin a successful education journey. '

Contact Info G
rkellyl@pghschools.org | provide support to the fp_llowilig_i_ :
(412)528-8707 (w) ' centers: Yeshiva-Early Learning :
(412)812-6963 (C) : Center, Hillel Academy, Learning
Loft (Baum & Hill House, Providence

Connections and YWCA (Homewood)
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Pittsburgh Public Schools Early Childhood
PA Pre-K Counts Program

Child's Name:

Child’s Date of Birth:

PA PKC Partner Location:

The following completed forms and documents are required to enroll a
child in PA Pre-K Counts:

[ PA Pre-K Counts Enroliment Form — complete, signed, dated
[1 PA Pre-K Counts Release of Information Form

N Copy of Child’s Birth Certificate

[ Proof of Income — for all household members

[ child’s Health Assessment — completed by a physician

[ child's Immunizations — completed by a physician

[J Two Proofs of Residency

D PA Pre-K Counts Selection Criteria

Parent/Guardian: Please complete and provide all forms and documents
to Center Director.
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Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Program
Release of Information Form

Child’s Name: Date of Birth:
Center:
|, (Parent/Guardian) give permission for (Center Name)

to release the following information to Pittshurgh Public
Schools Early Childhood Program in order for my child (Child Name)
to be considered for enrollment in Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts at (Center Name)

PA Pre-K Counts Enrollment Form
Proof of Child's Age

Proof of Household Income

Two Proofs of Residency

Child's Health Assessment

Child's Immunizations

| understand that this information is a requirement for enrollment in the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
Program and that my child will be enrolled at the childcare center named ahove. | understand
that my child's enrollment into Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts is not automatic.

In addition to the information and documents noted above, | also understand that the following
information will be shared with Pittsburgh Public Schools Early Childhood Program to ensure compliance
with Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Program requirements.

e Child and Family Demographic Information

o Child Outcomes Assessment

e Attendance

o Screenings - Including developmental, social-emotional/mental health, vision, hearing, and dental

These records will be used for required documentation for enrollment in the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Program.

| understand the following:

e That my or my child’s records will not be released or obtained by Pittsburgh Public Schools unless permission is provided for
herein as evidenced by the signature on this authorization form.

e That the release of my or my child’s records will be for the purpose stated on this form and only those items noted off will be
released.

e That the records released by the Pittsburgh Public Schools may possibly be re-disclosed by the facility/agency/person and that
the Pittsburgh Public Schools and its staff have no responsibility or liability as a result of the re-disclosure and that such
information would no longer be protected by the Privacy Rule.

e That the disclosed information will no longer be protected by HIPPA or privacy act, and the releasing facility will not be
responsible for the disclosure of the information.

e That this authorization is valid for the two years of the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts Program unless documented otherwise.

e That | may revoke this authorization at any time by notifying, in writing, the party responsible for maintaining records, except for
the information already disclosed.

e That|am entitled to a copy of this Authorization form.

e | have read this authorization and understand its contents and purpose

Because of the sensitive nature of this information, it will be treated with complete confidentiality. A copy of this authorization
shall be considered valid.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Verifying Staff Signature Date



2024-2025 PA Pre-K Counts Enroliment Form

(This information is confidential to the PA Pre-K Counts program)

Child receives ELRC Subsidy funding:

Date Form Completed: / /
P O Yes 1 No
MM DD YY
Last Name (Child) First Name (Child) Middle Initial
Street Address County
City State Zip Code
PA
School District of Residence
Home Phone Work Phone Email Address
Child’s Date of Birth Age Gender
O 2 0O 3 O 4 O 5 |0O Male O Female
STAFF: Verify age prior to enrollment
Race (optional)
[0 Black or African American [0 American Indian or Alaskan Native
O Asian O White
O Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander O Other
[0 NotApplicable
Ethnicity (optional) Primary Language
0 Hispanic [0 English
O Non-Hispanic [0 Spanish
[0 NotApplicable [0 Other
(please specify)
Name of Parent or Guardian completing this application Gender
0 Male O Female
Relationship to Child (Select)
[0 Father O Biological
O Mother [0 Foster
[0 Guardian O Adoptive
O Other O Other
(please specify) (please specify)




Role
0 Primary Guardian OO0 Legal Guardian
[0 Secondary Guardian 0 Other

(please specify)

List ALL Household Members and Names below for determination of family size (required):

Relationship to Child Age

ENROLLING CHILD

QO INIoo |G|k, N|-

Per PKC Statute, Regulations, and Guidance, the following members of the household are included in family size:

e Parentof the child (biological or adoptive mother or father, stepmother or stepfather, caretaker or spouse)

e Abiological, adoptive, unrelated or foster child or stepchild of the parentor caretaker who is under 18 years
of age and notemancipated.

e Achildwho is 18 years of age or older but under 22 years of age who is enrolled in high school, a general
educational developmentprogram, or a post-secondary program leading to a degree, diploma or certificate
and who is wholly or partially dependenton the income of the parent or caretaker or spouse of the parent or
caretaker.

e Others supported by the income of the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the child enrolling or participating in the

program. If counted toward family size, any applicable income of these persons must also be
counted for eligibility purposes.

Note: A family size value of one (1) with an income of $0is entered when a foster child is applying for Pennsylvania
Pre-K Counts.

DETERMINED FAMILY SIZE =

Employment Status of parent/guardian Employment Status of 2" parent/guardian (if applicable)

[0 Employed Full-Time [0 Employed Full-Time

[0 Employed Part-Time O Employed Part-Time

[0 Unemployed O Unemployed

0 Other 1 Other

Household Income Sources (Must check all that apply):

O Employment O Self-Employment O Unemployment O Worker's [0 TANF Cash
Compensation Compensation payments

[ Social Security 1 ssi I Child Support ] Alimony O Other




Other Child Eligibility Risk Factor Criterion (Must check all that apply):

O

Behavioral Supports: A child who was referred to PA Pre-K Counts from an appropriately credentialed health
or mental health practitioner who is not employed by the PA Pre-K Counts program; a child who is receiving
mental health treatment. Additional verification beyond the interview is required.

Child Protective Services: A child who is a foster child, a kinship care child or receiving Children and Youth
services.

Education Level of Guardian: Does not have high school diploma or GED or post-secondary degree.

English Language Learner: A child whose firstlanguage is not English and who is inthe process of learning
English is considered an English Language Learner.

Individualized Education Plan (IEP): A child who is currently enrolled in the Preschool Early Intervention
program with an active IEP. Verification would be a copy of the IEP or other source of documentation from the
parent or Early Intervention provider.

Incarcerated Parent: A child for whom one of the child’s parents is currently in prison,

Homeless: A child who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence due to one of the following:

A. Childrenwho are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or
a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, or camping grounds due to lack of alternate
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are
awaiting foster care placement;

B. Childrenwho have a primary nighttime residence thatis a publicor private place not designed foror
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

C. Childrenwho are living in cars, parks, public places, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus
or train stations, or similar settings.

Migrant (Non-Immigrant)/Seasonal Student: A migrant child has moved from one school district to another
in order to accompany or to join a migrant parent or guardian, who is a migratory worker or migratory fisher,
within the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain temporary or seasonal employment in qualifying agriculiural
or fishing work including agri-related businesses such as meat or vegetable processing, working in nurseries
such as Christmas and evergreen trees farming.

Teen Mother: A child whose mother was under the age of 18 when the child was born.

Child’s Family or Living Structure: This would include single parent, divorced parents, or relatives as
guardians.

Other (please note):

None of these Risk Factors

To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this application and the associated income
documentation is accurate, | understand that | may be asked to verify or substantiate information provided.

This enrollment application and supporting documents will be used for enrollment processing and ongoing
reporting/monitoring that is shared with the Lead Agency, Pittsburgh Public Schools, affiliated with this
agency. As required by Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts, enrollment information will be entered in the Early
Learning Network (ELN), Pennsylvania’s secure electronic data system for gathering information on early
childhood programs.

Parent/Guardian (Signature) Date

Parent/Guardian Name (Print Name)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY




Income Verification

2024 Federal Poverty Level Guidelines

Family Size 100% (Head Start Eligible) 300% (Pre-K Counts Eligible)

1 $15,060 $45,180

2 $20,440 $61,320

3 $25,820 $77.460

4 $31,200 $93,600

5 $36,580 $109,740

6 $41,960 $125,880

7 $47,340 $142,020

8 $52,720 $158,160

Each Additional +$5,380 +$16,140 foreach additional family member

Actual Annual Verified Gross Household (Family) Income:

*Attach copies of documents used to verify income prior to enroliment

Family Size (per PKC guidelines):

O

$

Familyincome is at or below 300% of federal poverty level relative to family size (required risk factor). Consider
all sources of income. Must be verified prior to enroliment.

Staff Verifying Income and Risk Factors Signature

Date

*STAFF: Attach copies of documents used to verify income prior to enroliment.

For Head Start Eligible families (100% of FPL or below)

Please only complete if child is determined to be Head Start eligible

[0 Check if not applicable

| have been informed of my child's eligibility for Head Start and given the following:

[ Contact information for the following Head Start location

[ Application and/or assistance with referral

[ Brochure or website with information about Head Start

My signature below indicates that | have been informed about my options but may still choose to enroll in the Pre-K

Counts program.

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

Staff Signature

Date



Zero Income Declaration Letter

*To be completed by any household adult with $0 income*

Name (Parent/Guardian)

Name (Child)

Program Name

Program Year

| am signing this letter to declare that | currently do not have any income from any source. My

financial support comes from (please describe):

0 | agree to notify the above program about changes in my income within 30 days of the
change.

[ | certify that the information submitted is accurate and true to the best of my knowledge. |
understand that by completing, signing, and dating this form, | declare | have no household
income and that the information | am providing is correct. | understand that providing false

information may result in denial of services.

Parent Signature Date

Reviewer Signature Date




Early Learning Network:

A Guide for Parents

In Pennsylvania, the Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) provides funding to a
variety of statewide early education programs including: Early Intervention Programs for Infants, Toddlers
and Preschoolers, Head Start Supplemental Assistance Programs, Keystone STARS for regulated child
care programs, and Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts programs.

Electronic data systems are needed to maintain individual child records and to collect data for improving
early childhood programs. OCDEL and your local program use this data to make sure that early childhood
programs are of high quality and will enhance the development of young children.

What is the Early Learning Network (ELN)?

The Early Learning Network (ELN) is Pennsylvania’s electronic data system for gathering information on
early childhood programs and for studying the development of children in those programs. ELN combines
information about the program including the quality and experience of the staff, with information on your
child’s development over time. This information is then used to build and maintain high quality early
childhood programs.

Pennsylvania's early childhood programs benefit from information in ELN. The information in ELN will be
used to maintain a high level of quality across all early childhood programs, to provide information on the
types of programs that work best for children, and to ensure that OCDEL is accountable for state funding
that is invested in early childhood programs.

What Information is Collected in ELN?

The information collected in ELN was determined by statewide focus groups that included parents of
young children, early childhood teachers, Early Intervention therapists, researchers, and administrators of
early childhood programs. The focus groups reviewed the latest early childhood research to determine
what information would be most helpful when making decisions about program quality.

As a family participating in a state funded early childhood program, you may find it helpful to know what
data is collected about your child and family. Information collected in ELN includes:

e Program demographics (number of days open per week, number of hours per day, education,
and experience of teachers or therapists, efc.);
Family demographics (name, address, contact information, etc.);
Child demographics (date of birth, program enroliment, etc.);
For children in Early Intervention, your child’s Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or
Individualized Education Plan (IEP); and
Information on your child’s progress as measured through an ongoing assessment of his/her
development.

Updated 7/27/17



All of the information that you provide about your child and family will be maintained securely in ELN,
following all state and federal data security requirements. Each child in ELN is given a unique identifying
number, which provides security, continuity, and consistency.

As part of the process to give your child an identifying number, you may be asked for your child's Social
Security Number (SSN). Providing your child's SSN is voluntary. Your decision to provide or not provide
your child’s SSN will not impact your child’s enrollment in any OCDEL program.

ELN only asks for your child's SSN once during the process of assigning your child a unique identifying
number. By providing your child’s SSN, you help OCDEL ensure that all the data entered into ELN is as
accurate as possible and that any required state or federal reporting is as accurate as possible. Your
child's SSN is never used in analyzing data.

Federal law requires OCDEL to provide the legal authority for its request for a social security number.
That authority is different for each program, as follows: Infant/Toddler and Preschool Early Intervention
program - 11 P.S. § 875-305; Head Start Supplemental Assistance program - 24P.S. § 15-1505-D(a);
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts — 24 P.S. §15-1513-D(1)); and Keystone STARS Child Care Centers - 62
P.S. §§ 911(a)(2), 911(b), 916, 1016, 1018.

Who Can See My Child’s Information?

All information about your child is kept secure. All federal and state confidentiality, privacy and
security requirements are honored. This means that:
o Your child’s program will have access to your child's personally identifiable information;
e A child's teacher or therapist will only be able to see information about the children with whom
they work;
e Reports to the federal government do not identify specific children; only limited staff at the
state level can see child level data and
e Information about your child will not be shared outside of your child's program, except as
permitted by law.

How will ELN Measure My Child’s Progress?

ELN makes it possible to measure quality of early childhood programs and the impact that quality has on
children’s development. It will do this by gathering information about children’s learning and development
in areas such as:

e Approaches to Leaming,

e  Cognitive Thinking,

e Physical Development,

¢ Language and Literacy Development, and

e Social and Emotional Development

The United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) requires
every state to collect accountability data to determine the effectiveness of the Part C (Infant/Toddler) and
Part B/619 (Preschool) Early Intervention programs. Progress for children participating in Early
Intervention is determined in the following three child outcome measures:

e Positive Social Emotional Skills (including social relationships);

e Acquisition and Use of Knowledge and Skills (including early language/communication); and

e Use of Appropriate Behaviors to Meet Needs.

Updated 7/27/17



Information on children’s progress will be gathered using an authentic assessment tool. An authentic
assessment tool is based on observations of your child in typical activities in their program. There are no
formal tests, no traditional grades, and no “pass” or “fail.” With these authentic assessment tools, your
child's teacher will collect information about your child's development in a number of different ways. For
example, your child’s teacher or therapist will collect samples of your child's work, ask you what you've
noticed about your child’s development,and make observations during classroom activities or therapy
sessions.

Teachers and therapists will observe and document your child’s learning over time. In early childhood
programs, information on your child's progress will be gathered several times during the year. In Early
Intervention Programs, your child’s progress will be gathered at the beginning and end of their
participation in the Early Intervention program.

How can Parents and Families Help?

As a parent, you have a great deal of information about your child. Ask your child’s teacher about your
child’s progress; talk with your child’s therapist about what your child is learning and doing at home and in
the community; and most importantly, ask about ways that you can help your child to learn, grow and
develop.

OCDEL values the time you spend helping us continue to shape the policies and programs that
benefit children across the Commonwealth.

For more information contact ELN
ra-eln@pa.gov

N pennsylvania
P E L I € A& N
Early Learning Network

Pennsylvonio’s Entergrise to Link Infarmetion for Children Across Networks
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Find a Head Start job near you or anywhere in the U.S. </job-center>

Head Start Approach

Head Start programs support children's growth
from birth to age 5 through services that
support early learning and development, health,
and family well-being. Head Start staff actively
engage parents, recognizing family participation
throughout the program as key to strong child
outcomes.

Head Start services are available at no cost to
children ages birth to 5 in eligible families. Head
Start preschool services work with families with
children ages 3 to 5. Early Head Start services
work with families with children ages birth to 3,
and many also serve expectant families. Many
programs operate both Head Start preschool
and Early Head Start services. Programs deliver
child development services in center-based,

home-based, or family child care settings. All
Head Start programs continually work toward our mission for eligible children and families to receive
high-quality services in safe and healthy settings that prepare children for school and life.

Does my family qualify? </how-apply>

Services for Children and Families

Head Start programs are helping children get ready to succeed in school </interactive-head-start-early-
learning-outcomes-framework-ages-birth-five> and in life through learning experiences tailored to their
changing needs and abilities.

Early Learning and Development

Our programs are:



Building strong relationships as the foundational driver for early learning

Engaging families </family-engagement/staff-parent-relationships-honor-support-parenting/staff-parent-
relationships-honor-support-parenting> in their child’s learning and recognizing parents as a child’s
first and most influential teacher

Implementing effective practices to promote children’s growth in five key domains </school-
readiness/article/head-start-early-learning-outcomes-framework>: approaches to learning, social and
emotional development, language and literacy, cognition, and physical development
Encouraging learning </browse/topic/teaching-practices> through play, creative expression, and
guided activities with schedules and lesson plans that include the cultural and language
heritage of each child and family in relevant ways

Creating welcoming learning environments </browse/topic/learning-environments> in indoor and
outdoor settings that are well-organized and safe

Conducting ongoing screenings and assessments </browse/topic/child-screening-assessment> to
ensure each child is making progress, and collaborating with parents and community agencies
when further assessment is needed

Supporting the full inclusion of children with disabilities </browse/topic/children-disabilities> and
building on their strengths

Health and Wellhess

Our programs are:

Engaging all children in both indoor and outdoor physical activity </browse/keyword/physical-
activity>

Serving breakfast, lunch, and snacks that are healthy and nutritious </browse/topic/nutrition>
Ensuring children receive medical, dental, hearing, vision, and behavioral screening </child-
screening-assessment/article/developmental-screening-children-ages-birth-5>

Making sure children brush their teeth after meals and promoting oral health and hygiene
</browse/topic/oral-health>

Helping families understand and support their child’s health and behavioral health needs
Assisting with mental health services </browse/topic/mental-health> for children and families, as
needed

Building resilience </browse/keyword/stress-resilience-trauma> to help children and families heal
from traumatic experiences or events and overwhelming situations

Family Well-being

Our programs are:



o Providing parenting support </browse/topic/parenting> and strategies

o Supporting parental health and links to community services during pregnancy
</browse/topic/pregnancy>

¢ Connecting families to community and federal assistance

o Assisting families in identifying and reaching their goals and dreams, including those related to
finances and economic mobility </family-support-well-being/article/building-foundations-economic-
mobility-bfem>, housing, employment, and education

Providing a career pathway in early care and education — about 25% of program staff are
former Head Start parents!

Family Engagement
Our programs are:

= |nviting parents to share information and insights about their child

e Celebrating the role of fathers and male caregivers through father engagement </family-
engagement/article/engaging-fathers-male-caregivers>

« Engaging parents </browse/topic/family-engagement> as their child’s lifelong advocate

o Welcoming parents to offer ways to improve children and families’ experiences in the program,
including through leadership roles on the Policy Council </organizational-leadership/article/head-
start-policy-council-series>

o Supporting child and family transitions </browse/topic/transitions> when the child is ready for the
next step, to Head Start, kindergarten, or another early childhood program

Meeting Community Needs

To reach the children and families who need Head Start services the most, programs are designed
according to community need <https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/eligibility-ersea/equity-considerations-ersea/equity-
considerations-ersea>. Directly funded at the local level, Head Start programs tailor their programs as
appropriate for families in the designated service area. These programs may be provided in different
settings and hours according to the needs indicated by their community assessment </program-
planning/community-assessment-foundation-program-planning-head-start/community-assessment-foundation-

program-planning-head-start>.

Federal-to-Local Funding Model

The federal government funds Head Start programs through the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. Across the country, school districts,
nonprofit and for-profit groups, faith-based institutions, tribal councils, and other organizations
qualify </grant-application> to become a Head Start recipient and receive federal funding. The federal-
to-local model allows local leaders to create a Head Start experience that is responsive to the unique
and specific needs of their community. Many programs are combining funding from federal, state, and
local sources to maximize service delivery and continuity. Head Start Collaboration Offices </state-



collaboration/article/head-start-collaboration-offices-state-systems> facilitate partnerships between Head
Start agencies and other state entities that provide services to benefit low-income children and their
families.

Migrant and Seasonal Head Start (MSHS) programs serve children ages birth to 5 from families
engaged in agricultural work, either seasonally or across geographic regions. American Indian and
Alaska Native (AIAN) Head Start programs serve children from federally recognized tribes and others
in their communities.

Head Start programs either provide transportation services or assist families to arrange
transportation of children to program activities.

Eligibility and Enrollment

Head Start services are for children from birth to compulsory school age, as well as pregnant people
and expectant families. Eligible participants include children whose families meet the federal low-
income guidelines </ersea/article/poverty-guidelines-determining-eligibility-participation-head-start-programs> —
that is, whose incomes are at or below the federal poverty guidelines or who participate in Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families, Supplemental Security Income, or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program public assistance services. Other eligible participants include children who are in the foster
care system or experiencing homelessness. Programs may also accept a limited number of children
who do not meet any of those eligibility criteria.

MSHS programs have specific eligibility requirements for the children of farmworkers. AIAN Head
Start programs enroll tribal children from reservations or nearby areas. All programs enroll children
with disabilities and welcome children who speak a language other than English at home.

As there are generally more eligible children than is supported by program funding, each program
maintains a waiting list according to their selection criteria </browse/tag/selection> for when a spot
becomes available.

Program Settings

Head Start services are delivered in a variety of settings, sometimes referred to as “options.” This
consistent, supportive setting is designed to foster strong relationships between program staff,
families, and children. The selection of settings offered by any Head Start program is determined by
its assessment of community needs.



e Center-based </policy/45-cfr-chap-xiii/1302-21-center-based-option> services are located in child
development centers. More than half of Head Start children are enrolled in center-based
services, five days per week, for at least six hours per day.

o Home-based </programs/article/home-based-option> services are mostly delivered in a family’s own
home, along with planned group socialization activities. More than a third of children enrolled
in Early Head Start programs receive home-based services.

o Family child care </programs/article/family-child-care-option> services are located in a family-based
child care setting.

o Locally-designed </policy/45-cfr-chap-xiii/1302-24-locally-designed-program-option-variations> services
are often delivered through some combination of the above settings, depending on the needs
of the community.

Quticomes

Since 1965, Head Start programs have reached 40 million children and their families. Children who
enrolled in Head Start programs are more likely to graduate from high school and attend college, have
improved social, emotional, and behavioral development, and are better prepared to be parents
themselves than similar children who did not attend the program. Children enrolled in Early Head
Start programs have significantly fewer child welfare encounters related to sexual or physical abuse
between the ages of 5 and 9 than those who don’t attend.

Research consistently shows a broad pattern of impacts for children at the end of their Head

Start enrollment. While these benefits may appear to diminish in the early grades, economic benefits
emerge as children become adults. The Head Start program’s two-generation design — coupled with
research-based, high-quality comprehensive services — has the power to change the trajectory for
children's outcomes.

Read more:

Programs
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